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Basement Ceiling Coverings: A Side-by-Side Comparison

What each option costs you in height, and what it gives back

The four options at a glance

Surface-mount tiles, glue or nail-up

Adds close to nothing beyond the tile thickness. Finishes the look and hides the joists in the same step.

Suspended grid with lay-in tiles

Costs real depth below the joists. Any tile lifts out for full access to what is above it.

Painted exposed joists

Not a Talissa Decor product. Keeps nearly all the headroom, hides nothing, reads as an intentional industrial look when done
cleanly.

Drywall ceiling

Not a Talissa Decor product. The most seamless finish, but reopening it later means cutting and patching.

Questions worth asking before you commit

What sits above the ceiling right now

List every valve, junction box and cleanout you can find before choosing how permanent the covering should be.

Will you need to open the ceiling again

A single planned access panel can sit inside an otherwise glued or drywalled ceiling.

What does the room need acoustically

A home theater or a bedroom overhead changes the calculus toward materials designed to soften sound.

What does your municipality require

Ceiling height and fire-rating rules vary by location and by room use. Confirm with your local building department before
anything goes up permanently.

If you are still deciding

Split the room instead of picking one

A suspended grid section over the mechanicals and a glued finish everywhere else is a reasonable middle ground.

Deal with moisture before you cover it

A ceiling covering is a finish, not a fix. Address a damp basement at the source first.

Measure the room, list what sits above it, then choose the covering that fits both.
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This guide is general information, not professional advice. Requirements, products, and site conditions vary by property and change over time. Confirm the details that apply to
your project with a qualified professional before you decide. Talissa Decor is not responsible for decisions made solely on the basis of this guide.



